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important effect on her identification with her mother in the
sexual relation with the father as well as in the maternal role.
The girPs desire to possess a penis and to be a boy is an expres-
sion of her bisexuality and is as inherent a feature in girls as the
desire to be a woman is in boys. Her wish to have a penis of her
own is secondary to her desire to receive the penis, and is greatly
enhanced by the frustrations in her feminine position and by the
anxiety and guilt experienced in the positive Oedipus situation.
The girl's penis envy covers in some measure the frustrated desire
to take her mother's place with the father and to receive children
from him.
I can here only touch upon the specific factors which underlie
the girl's super-ego formation. Because of the great part her inner
world plays in the girl's emotional life, she has a strong urge to
fill this inner world with good objects. This contributes to the
intensity of her introjective processes, which are also reinforced
by the receptive nature of her genital. The admired internalized
penis of her father forms an intrinsic part of her super-ego. She
identifies herself with her father in her male position, but this
identification rests on the possession of an imaginary penis* Her
main identification with her father is experienced in relation to
the internalized penis of her father, and this relation is based on
the feminine as well as on the male position. In the feminine
position she is driven by her sexual desires, and by her longing
for a child, to internalize her father's penis. She is capable of
complete submission to this admired internalized father, while in
the male position she wishes to emulate him in all her masculine
aspirations and sublimations. Thus her male identification with
her father is mixed with her feminine attitude, and it is this com-
bination which characterizes the feminine super-ego.
To the admired good father in the girl's super-ego formation
corresponds to some extent the bad castrating father. Her
main anxiety object, however, is the persecuting mother. If the
internalization of a good mother, with whose maternal attitude
she can identify herself, counterbalances this persecutory fear,
her relation to the good internalized father becomes strengthened
by her own maternal attitude towards him.
In spite of the prominence of the inner world in her emotional
life, the little girl's need for love and her relation to people show
a great dependence on the outer world. This contradiction is,
however, only apparent, because this dependence on the outer
world is reinforced by her need to gain reassurance about her
inner world.
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